CAER PROCESS SAFETY GROUP

August 17, 2011

Attendees: Karen Draper (Chevron), Eric Schneider (Air Products), Tom Johnston (CalOSHA), and Cho Nai Cheung and Nicole Heath (CCHMP).

Introductions

Everyone in the group gave a brief introduction of themselves before we got started. 
Incident discussions

The group shared recent incidents at their facility or incidents that they read about.   Karen related that there was an incident in Wales at the Chevron Pembroke facility (recently sold to Valero) with 4 fatalities from an explosion of a storage tank while maintenance work was being carried out involving vacuum truck. One additional person was treated in a hospital for serious injuries.  There are no details to the cause of the explosion, but all the workers were contractors.  
Eric related to the group that for AP, driver safety is always a constant company-wide topic.  He also related an incident with an AP worker working at a non-AP site who sustained injuries when he stopped the facility personnel from pushing an emergency button on the electrical panel when the remote shutoff for a piece of equipment they were working on did not work.  The AP worker was aware of arc-flash danger and he had some personal protective equipment but apparently he did not have gloves when he activated the live switch.  Tom related a finger amputation injury to a worker when the worker removed the guard to a piece of equipment with moving parts.  He also related an incident in San Leandro at a frozen food facility using anhydrous ammonia.  The facility has 480 lbs of ammonia and lack a viable mechanical integrity program and emergency response plan when they experienced a leak in the evaporators.  Tom also talked about the fire at the Evergreen Refinery in Newark which is attributable to a lack of mechanical integrity program when thinned pipe operating at a higher than normal pressure resulted in a major fire.
Regulatory Follow-up
Cho Nai reported to the group that there was a meeting with CalEMA and Western States Petroleum Association (WSPA) and Chemical Industry Council of California (CICC) yesterday.  Karen was able to share with the group that the meeting resulted in additional clarification of the process for the proposed CalARP regulations changes and that there will be additional informal meetings to review changes to understand the reason behind the proposed changes.  
Next Meeting

Cho Nai reported that there has been no comments regarding changing this meeting to quarterly meetings.  The next regular meetings with a 2-month break would be November 16th, 2011 and in 2012, February 15th, May 16th, and August 15th from 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. at 4585 Pacheco Blvd.  Cho Nai will be sending reminder notices prior to the scheduled meeting, so please confirm your attendance to the meeting by end of day Tuesday before the scheduled meeting.

